For most of us, acquiring knowledge has been a fairly linear, unidirectional process-monolithic (and increasingly heavy) textbooks; graphically sophisticated, slide-supported lectures; journal articles multiplying logarithmicallywe absorb and then apply. Certainly our patients have benefited from the avalanche of data and evidence that threatens to overwhelm us. Technology transfer is rapid, and thanks to the Internet and the post office, the results of carefully designed and meticulously implemented clinical trials are widely available and are easily accessed.
